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CO-ORDINATED MAGNET & FRAME DESIGN 
HELPS CREATE A BETTER WATTHOUR METER 


J. D. SEAVER, Engineer 
Meter and Instrument Laboratory 
West Lynn, Massachusetts 


To greatly minimize side-thrust 
and vibration in the new I-50 watt- 
hour meter, the braking magnets 
have been placed diametrically op- 
posite each other on the periphery of 
the disk and as close to the electro- 
magnet as possible. To do this, many 
design and manufacturing problems 
had to be solved. 


The well-known alnico V, with its 
high resistance to knockdown and its 
inherent stability, was a logical mag- 
net alloy selection. But considerable 
development of special heat-treating 
methods was necessary to produce 
magnets of a usable and economical 
shape from this alloy—ones which 
would also preserve the desirable 
magnetic qualities inherently possible 
in alnico V. The I-50 magnets do. 
Besides their high strength, they have 
the extreme magnetic stability re- 


quired for use in watthour meters. 
” 


The braking magnets were de- 
signed in a size and shape to permit 
them to be die-cast in the aluminum 
frame assembly. The aluminum per- 
manently positions the magnets and 
provides excellent surge shielding for 
them as well. 


All through the I-50 watthour 
meter are developments such as this 
which have brought into being what 
we believe to be the ‘“‘first completely 
new watthour meter in fifty years’’— 
one that has improved accuracy, 
longer life, and lower maintenance 
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SINGLE-PHASE WATTHOUR METER 
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One-piece aluminum-alloy Full-load micrometer 
frame assures maximum \ adjustment made 
strength, stability, and per- ata quickly and easily 
manent positioning of parts. from front of meter. 


Surge-resistant qualities of alnico 
V greatly enhanced by braking 
Braking magnet with magnet being completely enclosed 
Class | temperature com- in aluminum alloy. 
pensator. 


MORE NEW FEATURES 


1. Magnetically suspended moving element to do away with bearing 
maintenance. 

2. Simplified registers to make reading easier. 

3. Improved, co-ordinated insulation to assure longer life. 

4. One-piece molded “S”’ base to minimize corrosion. 

5. Simplified unit-construction for long life and low maintenance costs. 


All these features—and more—make the I-50, both in the socket- and 
front-connected types, a completely new meter. Benefit from the lower 
maintenance costs and longer life of this meter. Order from your nearest 
G-E Sales Representative. Or write today for Bulletin GEA-5050. Apparatus 
Department, General Electric Company, Schenectady 5, N. Y. 
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The Electrical Week 


The electric utility industry can be proud of its 
record as an employer. A survey by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics has revealed that workers not only 
get high pay but also many other benefits . . . The 
reelection of President Truman has given public 
power a big boost. Federal authorities and depart- 
ments concerned with advancing power projects are 
certain to receive favorable treatment. Their advo- 
cates will hold most of the key positions in the 81st 
Congress, which will not only be Democratic but even 
from which the most ardent Republican supporters 
At Raleigh, 


members of the SEE Accounting Section emphasized 


of private enterprise will be missing 


the importance of statistics as a guide for manage- 
ment... And all over the United States central 
stations are producing more energy each week. 


Records have been set five weeks in a row. 


The Department of Commerce has estimated that sales 
of electrical goods in August were $344,000,000, slightly 
more than the $339,000,000 in July but considerably more 
than the $276,000,000 reported for August, 1947. 


FPC estimates that it will cost $67,000,000 to build a 
transmission system for delivery of St. Lawrence en- 
ergy to selected load centers. Persons, who have 
studied the St. Lawrence project, insist that every 
kilowatt hour, firm and secondary, which could be 
generated there could be sold with no transmission ex- 
pense to industrial customers. who would be delighted 
to build within, say, a 10-mi radius of the Barnhart 
Island powerhouse. The New York Power Authority 
Act requires that the output be made available prima- 
rily to residential and rural customers. 


Only 35% of farms have running water, despite esti- 
mated 1948 sales of 650.000 electric farm pane and 
Water systems, 


Turbine standardization has helped electrical 
manufacturers considerably in speeding up produc- 
tion. But there’s some question as to how long this 
will continue to be true. At the tag end of present 
turbine order boards the proportion of standard tur- 
bines is considerably smaller than the proportion of 
‘tandard turbines under construction today. Decision 
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on whether many of these machines should be stand- 
ard or non-standard is still some months away. But 
with the price of coal going through the roof, the 
vrowing attention being paid to reheat cycles may 
work against choosing standard units for a lot of 


these orders. 


{nother turbine manufacturer reports that generating 
equipment has been offered to certain utilities some 
months ahead of schedule. But again, the inability to 
speed up construction work is thwarting the speed-up that 


has been achieved in turbine manufacture. 


September shipments of refined copper, domestic 
and foreign, to American industry totaled 123,188 tons 
and were the highest in a year and a half. 


{n underground power plant, nearly 100 yards within 
a mountain, is being constructed in Norway. The plant 
will provide electricity for a new iron and steel mill in the 


northern section of the country. 


Perhaps television is responsible for the growing 
demand for electricity. At least the movie industry 
attributes the big decline in attendance to people’s 


staying home to watch their new television sets. 


Former trust-buster Thurman Arnold has warned the 
SEC that its competitive bidding rule “is being under- 
mined piece by piece” by Commission willingness to 


exempt public utilities from the rule’s requirements. 


Notes From the News 


There is a trend by the larger privately owned 
electric utilities to adopt straight-line depreciation 
accounting practices. The Federal Power Commission 
has reported that 55% of the utilities were using the 
straight-line method at the end of 1947 as compared 
with 15% in 1937 and 52% in 1945... The New 
York PSC has handed down an ultimatum to the 
Lake Placid, Marathon, and Skaneateles municipal 





systems—either file annual reports on their opera- 


tions or face the penalties provided by law . . . Lead 
has jumped to 215¢ a pound, New York. During the 
war lead sold for 63¢. Even higher prices are ex- 
pected .. . An earthquake momentarily interrupted 
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power at Hoover Dam on election day, causing some 
landslides but no property damage. The election had 
nothing to do with the temblor . . . Westinghouse 
Lamp engineers have demonstrated the brightest 
cadmium mercury vapor lamp ever made in America. 
The 10,000-kw sphere of quartz is expected eventually 
to replace the carbon are lamp now used in-motion 
picture studios. 


Jacksonville, Fla., has won all its court suits to acquire 
land as a site for its new generating plant . . . Copper is 
the next non-ferrous metal scheduled for a price raise... 
E. R. Hoffman, Seattle City Light’s superintendent, has 
been ordered by City Council to get a list of properties 
the Puget Sound Power & Light Co is willing to sell. He 
is to recommend which of these City Light should buy .. . 
Need for better street lighting to reduce crime was the 
impetus that gained the voters’ approval of a Cleveland 
$1,500,000 bond issue. 


A new record peak load of 3,100,000 kw was set by 
the Bonneville Power System on Nov. 2. Now four of 
the Pacific Northwest’s largest aluminum plants will 
be put on interruptible schedules from 5 to 7 PM, 
daily . . . The Smoke Prevention Association of 
America, whose work is so familiar to electric utili- 
ties, has appointed a committee to investigate the 
cause of the Donora, Pa., disaster which killed 20 
people . . . One of the unexpected results of the 
daily power cut-offs in Ontario Province is the slow- 
ing of mails. Post office officials claim they are feeling 
the effects of stalled elevators, dead motors in me- 
chanical equipment, and lack of lighting in working 
and office areas. 


Runoff of Arizona rivers during October was not en- 
couraging for this drought-stricken state. As reported by 
the U. S. Geological Survey, runoffs were Salt River 52% 
of normal, Gila 38%, Verde 73%, Colorado 78% ... 
FPC is authorizing more emergency interconnections in 
New England . . . Winnipeg, Canada, wants to retain 
ownership of Pointe du Bois and Slave Falls power plants, 
which the Province of Manitoba is considering absorbing 
in a province-wide system. 


FINANCIAL: 


Central Louisiana Electric Co has been authorized 
by the State Public Service Commission to issue 
11,500 shares of $10 par value common stock in 
addition to $600,000 in debentures and $1,500,000 in 
33% mortgage bonds . . . Virginia Electric & Power 
Co plans to sell 750,000 additional common shares, 
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PROGRESS REPORT on the Port Washington Plant of the Wisconsin 
Electric Power Co is presented in dramatic fashion in this newspaper 
advertisement. Of outstanding interest is the great increase in the 
cost of the five 80,000-kw units (as shown on the price tags). The 
second unit in 1943 cost $6,200,000; the fifth unit which is to be 
ready in 1951, will cost $13,000,000 


$10 par value, on an installment basis . . . Cleveland 
Electric Lluminating Co some time next year will 
need to issue $20,000,000 to $30,000,000 of new securi- 
ties to finance in part its $127,000,000 construction 
program ... Stockholders of Public Service Electric 
& Gas Co, Newark, N. J., have approved the proposed 
issue of $50,000,000 of 15-year debentures . .. An 
increase of 37.13% in net income over the preceding 
year has been reported by the Mountain States Power 
Co for the 12 months ended Aug 31. The actual 
figures were $1,401,010 and $1,021,650. 


CONSTRUCTION: 


More than 1,500 men are now at work on the Hungr) 
Horse Dam now under construction in Montana . - 
Winnipeg Electric’s Seven Sisters hydro project is being 
rushed to get some energy from it by next July. The plan! 
will add 112,500 hp . . . Pacific Power & Light Co will 
spend $8,000,000 on construction this year instead 0 
$6,700,000 as announced earlier . . . Rochester Gas & 
Electric’s 220,000-kw Russell Plant is now operating. 
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trouble hiring young college engineering 
graduates, but they shouldn’t encounter 
much difficulty in getting all the skilled 
and unskilled help needed. 
are economic. Electric utilities not only 
pay good wages, but they offer many 
other benefits. And for proof the utili- 
ties can offer the results of a survey of 
wage practices made by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, 


The reasons 


The survey, made during March and 
April, 130 Class A and B 
privately operated electric utilities with 
more than 100 employees. This is what 
it discloses about the earnings and sup- 
plementary economic benefits received 
by the 161,000 plant and 33,000 office 
workers of the companies: 

Wages 


covers 


Straight-time wage rates for 
plant workers ave ‘raged $1.35 an hour 
ata time when the average for manu- 
facturing employees was $1.29. Only 
ne out of eight earned less than $1. 
One-third e arned $1.50 or more. In the 
office, male general clerks averaged 
$1.28. Women averaged $1.23 as ac- 


*ounting clerks, $1.05 as stenographers, 


bs cashiers, and 92c as clerk-typists. 
ate Structures — One hundred 
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rate structures that fix job rates in ad- 
About half use single rates, and 
the others use ranges within which in- 
dividual workers may get wage adjust- 
ments based on merit, length of service, 
or some other factor. 

Work-Week—The 40-hour week is 
common. Only eight companies 
have regular schedules calling for more 
than 40. none under 40. 

Work Shifts—All but five companies 
have three or more shifts. Extra-shift 
employment is small, however, with only 
9% of the workers on a second shift and 
8% on a third or other shift. 

Shift Premiums—About 46% grant 


vance. 


most 


extra for work outside the day 
shift, usually in extra cents per hour. 
In most companies it is less than 5¢ on 
the second shift and between 5 and 10¢ 
on other shifts. 

Vacations with Pay—They are 
tomary for both plant and office work- 
ers. 


pay 


cus- 


More than half the companies give 
two weeks with pay after one year of 


service. The others give one week. 
Paid Holidays—Only a few com- 


panies do not give pay for holidays not 
worked. The number of holidays varies 








——_——————————————————————————————————— 
| United States | Average straight-time hourly earnings } | 
apecesietice aiamiateiod 

Occupation —— _—- New Middle | Border | South- Great | Middle South- Moun- | Pacific 
E -weicawe camnings England | Atlantic States | east Lakes | West west tain 
| | 

ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
| | | | 

MM ag ciunaiaceton sever. 161,000 | $1.35 $1.39 | $1.33 | $1.26 | $1.17 | $1.43 $1.26 | $1.21 | $1.37 | $1.64 

| 

Auxiliary-equipment oneal 4,007 1.35 1.33 1.39 | 1.25 1.12 | 1.41 1.23 1.22 1.27 1.69 

Boiler operators.....--..-. eee ees 4,400 1.48 1.45 1.49 | t.a7 1.36 | 1.60 1.30 | 1.37 1.34 |; 1.60 

District representatives rr ee 2,030 1.37 1.34 1.54 1.13 1.26 | 1.53 | 1.23 1.59 | 1.68 1.61 

Electricians, maintenance.......... 3,859 1.64 1.61 4.33 +37 1.48 1.70 | 1.67 1.60 1.58 1.91 

Groundmen sie lapl pecan 8/740 1.07 1.15 1.07 1.01 ‘91 1.13 1.00 100 | 1.12 1.38 

TS ties chine Kae a 691 1.24 1.22 1.23 1.27 .96 COE? 4h decease] 97 1.14 (?) 

MEE Severe nse oni haeese f3 3,385 1.04 1.11 1.07 94 aaa 145 1 91 82 1.00 1.21 

Linemen, journeymen............ 10,989 1.61 1.59 Le Cl 1.50 1.47 | 1.63 1.48 1.58 1.61 1.87 

Load dispatchers. . ee 972 1.94 2.16 1.97 1.91 1.76 | 2.00 1.71 1.68 1.70 2.16 

Machinists, maintenance . . cous 874 1.63 1.66 1.54 1.48 1.54 1.75 1.57 1.57 1.52 1.85 

Maintenance men, general utility . we 1,221 1.45 1.57 1.48 1.35 1.45 1.49 1.29 .99 1.48 1.54 

Mechanics, automotive. ..... an Gh 1,796 1.52 1.43 1.52 1.44 1.43 1.53 1.51 1.42 1.49 1.75 

Mechanics, maintenance.......... 2,362 t33 1.57 1.50 1.63 1.42 1.56 1.42 1.53 1.54 1.68 

| 

ESE ee eee 2,150 1.59 1.53 1.61 1.65 1.46 1.60 | 1.53 1.58 1.55 1.87 

I MME a 6-55 6.606610 06:8 2,154 1.36 1.32 1.36 1.36 1.20 | 1.41 1.31 1.18 1.33 1.68 

Meter readers........ adihethades 5,283 1.18 1.15 1.15 1.22 1.08 | 1.21 1.13 1.09 1.13 1.35 

Patrolmen..... peak Pb kad 482 1.43 1.33 1.45 1.56 1.40 | 1.35 1.49 1.17 1.24 1.70 

Servicemen, appliance. Se 3,103 1.45 1.42 1.39 1.34 1.40 | 1.49 1.39 1.40 t.20 1.66 

CN pcb vo <0 eee ee sunset 2,139 1.24 1.23 4.21 1.30 1.26 1.28 1.17 1.02 1.20 1.49 

Substation operators............. 5,883 1.53 1.51 1.49 1.53 1.19 1.64 1.49 1.23 1.47 1.69 

Switchboard operators, class A.. 2,439 1.60 1.49 1.66 1.54 1.39 4.73 1.47 1.53 1.56 1.76 

Switchboard operators, class B... 1,343 1.37 1.30 1.40 1.35 1.11 1.37 1.38 1.29 1.16 1.75 

Trouble men J whedan én 3,576 1.63 1.76 1.69 1.60 1.57 1.62 1.55 1.49 1.62 1.87 

Truck drivers ; 1,590 1.32 1.32 1.40 t.83 1.04 1.37 1.30 1.12 1.31 1.51 

Truck driver- groundmen ; 2,902 1.26 1.34 1.29 1.07 1.10 1.30 1.18 1.25 1.18 1.54 
Turbine operators...........-. 2,486 1.49 1.45 1.47 1.33 1.38 1.61 1.36 1.45 1.59 1.68 
IN 6 6:06 one CeeSs ins 1,561 1.81 1.89 | 1.92 1.96 1.57 1.93 1.63 1.66 1.61 1.83 
ME dt vceuwka Keeeae seek ‘ 532 1.07 1.18 1.06 93 .89 1.20 1.08 .90 1.04 1.20 
1Excludes premium pay for overtime and night work. 2 Insufficient number of workers to average. 
* Includes workers in all occupations, not only those in table. 
TABLE shows average straight-time hourly earnings for selected plant occupations in 130 electric utilities in March-April, 1948 
Bureau of Labor Statistics Survey Shows Electric Companies 
Not Only Pay Well but Offer Many Other Employee Benefits 
ELECTRIC UTILITIES may be having twenty-three companies have formal between five and twelve a year. More 


than two-thirds of the companies give 
from six to eight holidays with pay. 

Insurance or Pension Plans—A|]] but 
a few companies have at least one type 
of insurance or pension plan. Most 
prevalent are life insurance plans. The 
number of companies with retirement 
pensions is also high. More than 90 
companies have retirement plans for 
both plant and office help. 

Paid Sick Leave—A majority of com- 
panies grant sick leave with pay on a 
formal basis. Plant employees get this 
benefit from 95 companies, office work- 
ers from 83. The discrepancy between 
the two groups is explained by the fact 
that the survey covers only formal sick 
leave plans. In many utilities the office 
workers are not under union contract 
and, probably in all companies, receive 
paid sick leave on an informal arrange- 
ment. 

Bonuses—About 15% of the com- 
panies pay non-production bonuses, 
usually in the form of a Christmas or 
year-end bonus. 

A corresponding survey made of wage 
practices of 126 gas utilities revealed 
an average wage of $1.29 an hour. 


| 
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Quotes after the Election 


“The electric utility industry has no alternative but to go ahead and 


expand its plant to meet demands of the public,” 


Col H. S. Bennion, 


managing director, Edison Electric Institute, in the Wall Street Journal. 


“The 


program running through 1952. 


election will 


have no effect on our power plant 
It might affect our estimates of needs 


expansion 


for substations and distribution systems as our plans are largely de- 


termined by needs of our customers. In my judgment, there will be an 


increased element of fear and uncertainty about the future because of 


the reintroduction of the left wing element in Congress,” 


W. C. Mullen- 


dore, president, Southern California Edison Co, in the Wall Street Journal. 


“One more wallop isn’t going to be fatal. We’ve been toughened up for 


16 years. 


Preoccupied with a huge expansion program through 1952, 


the industry will continue to resist ‘onerous’ legislation where it can 


and try to keep up with demands for service,” 
spokesman in the New York Times. 


unidentified industry 


“The position of the industry would not have been ‘terribly’ different 


under a Republican administration. They both promised about the same 


thing for federal power projects,” unidentified industry spokesman in the 


New York Times. 


Gains for Public Power Seen Ahead 
under New Truman Administration 


Pus.ic PowER, which probably had little 
to lose in the recent Presidential elec- 
tion, looks for definite gains under the 
new Truman administration, 

During the campaign both the Demo- 
and candidates 
promised expansion of existing federal 
power developments. Truman, backed 
by a Democratic majority in Congress, 
is certain to resolve several controversial 


cratic Republican 


power issues promptly, probably early 
in the next Congressional 
Among these the President is expected 
to demand, and get, the following ac- 
tions next year: 

1. Approval of funds to start Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority's new steam 
generating plant at New Johnsonville, 
Tenn, 

2. Appropriations for power portions 
of reclamation and flood control projects 
on about the same scale as approved by 
the GOP Congress this year, but with- 
facili- 


sessions. 


out restrictions on transmission 
ties. 

3. Burial, without honors, of Repub- 
lican moves to amend the Federal Power 
Act (Miller Bills) and the Natural Gas 
Act (Moore-Rizley Bill). 

Early reappointment and confirmation 
as a Federal Power Commissioner of 
interim appointee Thomas Buchanan is 
a good bet. 

Status of Reclamation Commissioner 
Michael Straus, whose salary will be 
terminated in January under the 1949 
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Interior Department Appropriation Act, 
still is indefinite. Truman may ask 
Congress to amend the law and continue 
Straus in office. 

Rural Administration 
probably will get about as much out of 
the new Truman budget, perhaps a 
little less, than it did last year. The 
1950 federal budget already is about 
completed, and Budget Director Webb 
has announced that non-military, domes- 
tic programs will get few increases in 
appropriations. But REA will get all it 
needs, put more of it into loans for 
generating and transmission facilities. 

Truman is on record as opposing the 
New York-Province of Ontario plan to 
develop power in the St. Lawrence 
River. But the project still is likely to 
be approved by Federal Power Commis- 
sion. The President said he preferred 
the entire Seaway project, for both 
power and navigation. He may change 
this view if convinced that New York 


The 


Electrification 


needs the power quickly. power 
project will die otherwise. 
Department will get 
viously denied funds for its Southwest- 
ern Power Administration and Division 
of Power—this year, if the Truman 
budget isn’t too tight. Using TVA’s 
project as a precedent, the Reclamation 
Bureau probably will seek its long- 
projected steam plant in California’s 
Central Valley. 

Federal agencies that operate power 


Interior pre- 


projects are certain to push for ney 
legislation definitely assigning then 
authority to build transmission lines 
perhaps steam plans like that of TVA. 
They probably won’t get such legis. 
lation through next year, 
however. The new valley 
authorities is unlikely to get much ad. 
ministration help in the immediate 
future—though still on the calendar, 

Other prospective administratiop. 
backed legislation includes tax revision, 
a new labor law, price controls, and al. 
locations of materials and equipment, 

Increased rearmament, plus military 
lend-lease, might make a new tax lay 
necessary next year. Such legislation 
probably would boost corporate income 
taxes. and individual income 
taxes for lower brackets would not be 
upped, might even be reduced. Neither 
8lst Con. 
gress will try to tax cooperatives, 

The Taft-Hartley Act will be 
scrapped, but not even union leaders 
expect to go all the way back to the 
Wagner Act. The probably 
will put mild restrictions on labor 
outlaw jurisdictional disputes and some 
secondary boycotts, strengthen the gov- 


Congress 


push for 


Excise 


the administration nor the 


new law 


ernment’s hand in dealing with strikes 
of national emergency proportions. 
Truman is almost 
stand-by priority and allocation author 
ity, perhaps some price controls besides 
renewal Some al: 
locations of beyond 


certain to get 


of those on rents. 
raw materials, 
those provided under expiring volun- 
tary programs, needed _ next 
year. 

Washington hears much talk about 
new faces in the administration. Most 
important change rumored is that o! 
Interior Secretary Krug, again reported 
on the way to a new job in or out 0! 
government. His 
probably will be Undersecretary Oscar 
Chapman or Washington’s Gov. Mon 
Wallgren, who was defeated in his re: 
election race. 

FPC may get a new chairman to Ie 
place Nelson Lee Smith, a conservative 
independent. Best bet is a “Truman 
Democrat” like Commissioner Harring 
ton Wimberly, rather than former chait- 
man Leland Olds, a “Roosevelt Demo 
crat.” 


may be 


successor, if any, 


Cutter Supplies Power 


Wisconsin Public Corp’: 
power shortage is being partially re 
lieved by the Coast Guard cutter Mack- 
inaw. Tied utility’s power 
system, the cutter is providing 400 kw 
while it is undergoing alterations at the 
Manitowoc (Wis.) Shipbuilding - 
Wisconsin Public Service furnishes me" 
of the power for the shipyard. 


Service 


into the 
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EMPLOYEES of Atlantic City Electric Co’s Western Division receive the National Safety Council’s Distinguished Service to Safety Plaque for 
having worked 1,000,585 man-hours without a disabling injury between December, 1939, and Aug 31. Left to right are B. L. England, vice- 
president of Atlantic Electric; Warren Somers, Jr; Claude Hiles, Division manager; Fred Rosseland, executive vice-president of New Jersey 
Safety Council; Belford Seabrook; C. M. Hagan, assistant general manager; and Fred Ellenberg, safety director of the utility 





Election Places Friends of Public 
Power in Control of Next Congress 


PRIVATE BUSINESS, including the public 
utility industry. lost many of its most 
vociferous Congressional adherents in 
last week’s election. As one result the 
8lst Congress probably will adopt 

President Truman’s power program in 
lull—or even expand it. 

Conservative Congressmen by the 
dozens met defeat as the Democrats 
grabbed a 12-seat majority in the 
Senate and captured the House by a 
263-171 margin. Among the “casual- 
ties” were Senators Brooks, Illinois: 
Buck, Delaware; Dworshak, Idaho; 
Wilson, Iowa; Ball. Minnesota; and 
Revercomb, West Virginia. Conserva- 
tive losses were even heavier in the 
House. 

Reorganization of the House, stum- 
bling block for federal power programs 
over the past two years, will assure 
government agencies smoother sailing 
lor their financial and legislative <e- 
quests, Interior’s Southwestern Power 
\dministration, long a favorite of pros- 
pective Speaker Sam Rayburn, may be 
expected to stage a strong comeback 
alter a long appropriation drought. 
lennessee Valley Authority almost cer- 
tainly will get funds, denied by the 
House this year, for its New Johnson- 
ville steam generating plant. 

Authorization of new authority-type 


development agencies looks more re- 
mote, 
er 


But they will get serious consid- 
ation from Congressional committees. 
The reorganization of Congress also 
will put veteran backers of public 
Power into top jobs on key committees 
ofthe House and Senate. These leaders 


will be reinforced by  public-power- 
minded newcomers like Kefauver of 
Tennessee, Anderson of New Mexico. 
Kerr of Oklahoma in the Senate and 
Washington’s Hugh Mitchell and 
Idaho’s Compton White in the House. 

Tennessee’s unpredictable Kenneth 
MeKellar will take over the chairman- 
ship of the vital Senate Appropriations 
Committee. The chairman of his im- 
portant subcommittees will include Rus- 
sell of Georgia for Agriculture (REA) ; 
McCarran of Nevada or Thomas of 
Oklahoma. Government Corporations 
(TVA): Green of Rhode Island. Inde- 
pendent Offices (AEC. FPC, SEC): 
Hayden of Arizona, Interior; Thomas 
of Oklahoma, War Department (flood 
control. rivers and harbors). Of these. 
only Senator Thomas has shown any 
svmpathy toward utility industry testi- 
mony at committee hearings. 

Montana’s Senator O’Mahoney, no 
friend of power companies, is slated 
to head the Interior and Insular Affairs 
Committee (formerly Publie Lands). 
The Public Works Committee. which. 
with the O’Mahoney group. will write 
natural resource development policy. 
will be led by ailing Senator Chavez 
of New Mexico or Senator Downey of 
California. If Chavez is too ill to serve, 
Senator Downey may tie up Reclama- 
tion Bureau legislation until he settles 
his feud with that agency. 

Senator Thomas of Utah. as chairman 
of the Labor Committee, will speed the 
prospective scuttling of the Taft- 
Hartley Act. He has a long pro-labor 
voting record. 
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Senator Johnson of Colorado is slated 
to head the Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce Committee. The committee is ex- 
pected to confirm Thomas C. Buchanan, 
or any other Truman nominee, for the 
Federal Power Commission. It certainly 
will not permit any curtailment of the 
authority of FPC or SEC. 

Rep Clarence Cannon of Missouri 
will resume the chairmanship of the 
House Appropriations Committee after 
a two-year lapse. Among his likely sub- 
committee chairmen are Representa- 
tives Sheppard of California, Agricul- 
ture; Kerr of North Carolina, Army; 
Mahon of Texas, Government Corpora- 
tions; Hendricks of Florida, Inde- 
pendent Offices; and Kirwan of Ohio, 
Interior. 

Missing from the committee—and 
Congress—will be such budget pinchers 
as Representatives Ploeser of Missouri, 
Schwabe of Oklahoma, and Tibbott of 
Pennsylvania. 

House legislative committees will be 
headed by Representatives Lesinski of 
Michigan, Education and _ Labor; 
Crosser of Ohio, Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce; Somers of New York, Pub- 
lic Lands; and Whittington of Missis- 
sippi, Public Works. 

It all adds up to a Congress which 
will pay little attention to any reduction 
of federal agencies that may be recom- 
mended by the Hoover Commission. 


Standby Service to Go On 


Indiana & Michigan Electric Co will 
continue to extend standby electric serv- 
ice to the Fort Wayne, Ind., system 
until June 30, 1949, under an agreement 
signed with the city’s Board of Works. 
The original supplemental agreement 
expired Sept 30. 
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PARTICIPANTS in the Accounting Conference of the Southeastern Electric Exchange included, left to right, John W. Talley, executiv 
secretary of the Exchange; Harold Sanders, secretary-treasurer, Electric Power & Light Corp; Herman W. Boozer, comptroller, Georgia Power 
Co; A. E. Elliott, chairman of the Accounting Section and treasurer of Louisiana Power & Light Co; R. B. Carpenter, treasurer of Carolin 
Power & Light Co; Harold S$. King, comptroller, Commonwealth & Southern Corp; H. A. Hatch, secretary, Virginia Electric & Power 


Statistics’ Use as Guide in Planning 
Outlined at SEE Accounting Meeting 


GROWING CONSCIOUSNESS of the future 
problems of industry and the course 
private enterprise will take highlighted 
the Accounting Conference of the 
Southeastern Electric Exchange, Oct 
28-29, at Raleigh. Tied in with these 
problems were the role of the account- 
ant and the opportunities opened for 
his statistical facts as a guide for man- 
agement. 

A. W. Hatch, Ebasco Services, Inc, 
urged accountants to broaden their 
part in general management by eco- 
nomic studies, cost analyses, reports, 
and methods of control. Simultaneously 
efforts should be made to eliminate 
duplication of details. He predicted 
that as sales programs increase in inten- 
sity a great volume of data will be 
necessary to pitch efforts toward the 
more profitable sales load. 

Control over the country’s industrial 
and commercial wealth has been gradu- 
ally shifting away from management, 
according to J. W. Knowlton, economist 
of Charlotte, N. C. He pointed out the 
degree to which labor unions have a 
voice in management and in distribu- 
tion of profits through wages and other 
employee benefits. 

Knowlton saw rapid and severe read- 
justments in the future from the present 
high level of inflation and indicated 
that the readjustment of values of phys- 
ical property would be too much for 
private wealth to handle. This would 
necessitate a shift in ownership. 

G. L. Andrus, comptroller, New 
Orleans Public Service, Inc, urged re- 
valuation of properties to present-day 
costs in estimating insurance needs. He 
cautioned that a “looksee” should be 
taken at contractor policies where there 
is a large amount of construction work. 
Opportunities for savings in insurance 
costs can be effected by analysis of risks. 
However, accountants should be sure to 
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keep management advised of potential 
liabilities not reflected on the balance 
sheet. 

In discussing the raising of new capi- 
tal to finance expansion requirements, 
H. E. Simpson, vice-president, Florida 
Power & Light Co, expressed the view 
that advance planning of capital needs 
will reflect a saving in costs. He advised 
preparation for financing well in ad- 
vance of the time when cash is needed, 
no matter how it is to be raised. 

A warning against sharp reduction in 
inventories at this time was sounded by 
R. L. Leach, general storekeeper of 
Georgia Power Co. While some scarce 
items are becoming more plentiful, re- 
cent wage increases and materials costs 
point to price increases. 

Discussing the preparation of annual 
reports, H. A. Hatch, secretary, Vir- 
ginia Electric & Power Co, said that 
73% of the company’s stockholders 
desire a dressed-up report. While 
VEPCO does not intend to publish an 
elaborate “modern” report, it does plan 
sufficient pictorial and chart displays, 
together with wide information on com- 
pany affairs, to make it attractive and 
informative. 


Court Upholds Franchise 


Summerville, Ga., has lost another 
round of its long fight to nullify the 
franchise of Georgia Power Co. Su- 
perior Court Judge E. E. Pomeroy 
has denied a temporary injunction to 
prevent the utility from discontinuing 
municipal electric service, though the 
city has not paid for the service. City 
attorneys argued that the franchise was 
void because it conflicted with city 
charter provisions calling for proper 
public notice of the granting of a fran- 
chise. 


R. Stafford Edwards 
Gets McGraw Award 


(See Front Cover) 


R. Stafford Edwards, president 0! 
Edwards & Co, Inc, Norwalk, Conn, 
has been awarded the James H. M 
Graw Manufacturers Medal for 1948 
The presentation was made by William 
T. Stuart, editor of Electrical Constrw 
tion and Maintenance, at a luncheo 
Nov 10 at Atlantic City during the 
annual meeting of the National Elec. 
trical Manufacturers Association. 

The award 
“for his 


was given to Edward 
effort to arous 
leaders in industry and government t 
the grave consequences of the unr 
stricted secondary boycott and his abl 
and © compelling _ testimon 
which provided a sound basis for cot 
rective legislation.” 

Judges who recommended the recip 
ent were George C. Thomas, Jr, Thoma 
& Betts Co, Inc; D. F. G. Eliot, Westen 
Electric Co; J. K. Johnston, Nation: 
Vulcanized Fiber Co; E. W. Seeger, 
Cutler-Hammer, Inc; and Mr. Stuart. 

Edwards has taken an active part in 
the National Electrical Manufacturers 
Association. He has served on maty 
committees, including industrial rel 
tions, business development, and adver 
tising and publicity. He has served # 
treasurer, on the board of governor, 
and as president in 1947. 


unsparing 


research 


Gets Santa Fe Franchise 


Santa Fe, N. M., has granted te 
Public Service Co of New Mexico ! 
new 25-year franchise to furnish tt 
city with water and electricity. 7! 
franchise calls for payment by the firm 
to the city of 2% of gross receipts from 
operations in the city, with a $20.00 
annual guarantee. Santa Fe taxpay 
last June defeated a proposed bom 
issue for purchase of the utility’s Sa" 
Fe plants. 
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SYSTEMS OPERATION COMMITTEE of the Pennsylvania Electric Association, left to 
right, seated, R. N. Youtz, Pennsylvania Water & Power Co; A. C. Hartranft, Philadelphia 


Electric Co; W. C. Bryson, chairman, Duquesne Light Co; T. C. Montgomery, West Penn 


Power Co. Standing, H. W. Phillips, Pennsylvania-New Jersey Interconnection; E. C. Ruby, 


Pennsylvania Power Co; W. G. Dempler, Duquesne Light Co; P. J. Davies, Pennsylvania Power 
& Light Co; W. J. Ellis, Scranton Electric Co; C. H. Conrad, Pennsylvania Electric Co 


Public Power Growing 
Stronger, PEA Warned 


Private electric utilities today face 
increasing rather than decreasing en- 
croachment by public power. They 
will remain privately owned only as 
long as they can keep their operating 
and the cost to the customer—at 





costs 
a minimum. 

This post-election prediction was 
made last week by R. G. Rincliffe, vice- 
president, Philadelphia Electric Co, at 
a meeting of the Systems Operation 
Committee of the Pennsylvania Electric 
Association in Philadelphia. 

Fuel and labor costs today are about 
80% higher than prewar, Rincliffe said, 
and further increases may force many 
utilities to seek rate inereases. He 
took encouragement, however, from the 
fact that new generating stations now 
being built will lower operating costs 
as they replace less efficient plants that 
have heen supplying the load. 

This wide difference between the gen- 
erating costs of new and old equipment 
that must replace the new during 
outage periods justifies special efforts 
to reduce the cost of outage time, Rin- 
clifle said. Planning is needed to keep 
sutages to a minimum. 

H. W. Phillips, supervisor, Penn- 
sylvania-New Jersey Interconnection, 
noted that utilities are having to pay 
‘tremendous amounts of money” to- 
day to maintain equipment because of 
this high cost of operating “junk” re- 
Placement units. In many cases it is 
*conomical to do maintenance at over- 
lime rates so that energy can be gen- 
erated at low heat rates. 

The severe reduction in recent years 
in load drop from winter to summer 


leaves little “room” between seasonal 
peaks to take machines out of service. 
In some cases, utilities are having to 
install equipment solely to provide 
room for adequate maintenance. Phil- 
lips suggested a capacity charge 
as well as a charge for energy inter- 
changed between neighboring utilities, 
particularly today when so many com- 
panies are relying on interconnections 
to get their maintenance done. 
Preliminary and admittedly incon- 
clusive data on correlation of system 
loads with light intensity values, based 
on experience with light cell installa- 
tions at Philadelphia and Baltimore, 
were presented by A. C. Hartranft, 
Philadelphia Electric Co, and F. A. 
Andrews, Consolidated Gas _ Electric 
Light & Power Co of Baltimore. Har- 
tranft had observed a 12% change in 
system base load over the full range 
of daylight intensities. 
the other hand, noted that base load 
started to climb when daylight intensity 
fell under 850 ft-c and that all lights 
were on at 300 ft-c. The study is being 
coordinated with work of the U. S. 
Weather Bureau in an effort to bring 
about the forecasting of light intensities 
in foot candles on a nationwide basis. 


Andrews, on 


New Post to Thompson 


Frank W. Thompson, West Coast pub- 
lic utilities man, has been appointed by 
the Michigan Public Service Commis- 
sion to the recently created $10,000 a 
year post of director of utilities. He will 
direct and coordinate the Commission’s 
engineering and accounting work. 
Thompson has been district chief of gas 
regulation with the California Public 
Utilities Commission for 12 years. 
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Private Power in Oregon 
Is Hit Twice in Balloting 


Private power interests suffered two 
defeats in Oregon at the Nov 2 election. 

A measure amending the Hydroelec- 
tric Commission Law by liberalizing its 
licensing and acquisition provisions was 
rejected by voters. 

The bill would have repealed the por- 
tion of the law that permits the state 
or municipalities to take over privately 
owned hydroelectric projects upon two 
years’ notice by paying “fair value of 
the property, but not exceeding the net 
investment, plus reasonable severance 
damages.” Instead the bill proposed 
that privately owned projects could not 
be taken over until expiration of the 
period for which they were licensed 
(usually 40 to 50 years) except through 
condemnation proceedings. 

The bill was passed by the 1947 legis- 
lature, vetoed by the late Gov Earl 
Snell. then passed over the veto. Refer- 
endum petitions sponsored by the State 
Grange placed the measure on the bal- 
lot. Plans of the Idaho Power Co to 
build a dam at its Ox Bow site on the 
Snake River have heen held up pending 
outcome of the vote. The company de- 
clared approval of the measure was 
necessary to protect its investment. 

At Salem voters approved a measure 
requiring the City Council to grant a 
franchise to Salem Electric Cooperative 
now serving a small area in the business 
district with Bonneville power under a 
temporary permit. In two previous elec- 
tions the voters had rejected the co-op’s 
petition for a franchise. The issue was 
placed on the ballot for a third time 
through initiative petition. Portland 
General Electric Co, now serving Salem, 
waged an unsuccessful fight to keep the 
measure off the ballot, alleging irregu- 
larities in the initiative petition. 


Utility Operating Revenues 
Rose 13.5% in August 


Electric operating revenues of the 
larger privately-owned electric utilities 
in the United States in August, 1948, 
totaled $344,953,000, as compared with 
$304.004.000 in August, 1947, an in- 
crease of 13.5%, according to figures 
from the Federal Power Commission. 

tevenue deductions (including op- 
erating expenses, depreciation, and 
taxes) were $282,861,000, or 14.7% 
over those of August, 1947. 

Gross income, including other utility 
operating income, amounted to $65,120,- 
000, an increase of 5.4% for the month. 
Net income was up 5.6% to $44,781,000 
from the $42,389,000 reported for Au- 
gust, 1947. 
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CIO West Coast Rebels 
Switch Affiliation to AFL 


Dissident members of the CIO Utility 
Workers Union in the San Francisco 
Bay area apparently have switched their 
affiliation to the AFL International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 
Members of both unions work for the 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 

An NLRB informal conference was 
set for Nov 12 on a petition filed by 
IBEW to represent all utility workers 
formerly represented by the CIO union. 

IBEW International Representative 
C. P. Hughes reported that a charter 
had been granted to a Local 1324 repre- 
senting a “majority” of the 5.400 mem- 
bers formerly in the CIO union. L. G. 
Glassom, San Francisco, has been 
named temporary president of the local. 

The secession followed the suspension 
by national CIO officials of officers of 
the San Francisco, Redwood City, Mar- 
tinez, and Santa Rosa locals for “wrong- 
ful conduct,” including negotiations 
“for transfer to a rival labor union” 
(EW, Oct 23, Page 72). 

These officers reportedly circularized 
the membership, conducting a referen- 
dum on affiliation preference and asking 
members to sign AFL pledge cards. 

Earlier three of the eight CIO utility 
locals in northern California had with- 
drawn from the CIO Joint Utilities 
Council, protesting Communist domina- 
tion. This withdrawal, by Oakland, San 
Jose, and San Rafael locals, was made 
with the full approval of CIO national 
headquarters. The eighth local has 
taken no action. 

The seceding group claims followers 
in all of the eight locals. 

Two administrators have been named 
by CIO national headquarters to run 
the affairs of the four locals allegedly 
Communist-dominated. 


GE Obeys AEC Order, 
Ends UEW Recognition 


General Electric Co has withdrawn 
recognition of the United Electrical, 
Radio & Machine Workers, CIO, as 
bargaining agent for workers in instal- 
Atomic 
Energy Commission in the Schenectady, 
N. Y. area. 

The action followed an order by AEC 
to ban the union because of refusal of 
union officers to submit to loyalty in- 
vestigations and their failure to take 
non-Communist oaths under the Taft- 
Hartley Act. 

The union has already been barred 
from atomic bomb plants. And as a 


result of this, UEW has sued the AEC 


lations it operates for the 
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for $1,000,000. AEC is fighting the 
suit, in which the CIO has joined. CIO 
President Philip Murray declared that 
the AEC order 
quirements of security and is a danger- 


“goes beyond the re- 


ous precedent.” 
& 


Utility Accounting System 
OK'd by Louisiana PSC 


Southwestern Gas & Electric Co has 
won from the Louisiana Public Service 
Commission approval of its system of 
accounts. 

The company had been 
conform with the “uniform system of 
prescribed by the PSC for 
utilities under its jurisdiction. It had 
been keeping its accounts in compliance 
with laid down by the Federal 
Power Commission. 

The state regulatory body ruled that 
this latter method was satisfactory be- 


ordered to 


accounts” 


rules 


cause it was the same as that ordered 
by the state commission. Since South- 
western operates in states other than in 
Louisiana, the only problem left was 
to determine the portion of generation, 
transmission, and communication facili- 
ties allocated to Louisiana operations. 
This was solved by taking the alloca- 
tion of facilities at the hour of peak 
demand in 1947. 

It was found that of the maximum 
demand of 115,003 kw, which occurred 
and 8 PM Sept 11, the 
Louisiana demand was 42,500 kw or 
36.96%. Since the book cost of South- 
western’s power facilities was $17,452.- 


between 7 


946, the Louisiana system was valued 
at 36.960 of the total, or $6,450,609. 
This allocation is to be changed from 
year to year, based on the variation in 
system demand. 


MEETINGS 


PREVIOUSLY LISTED 


National Association of Railroad and Utilities 
Commissioners—Annual Meeting, General Ogle- 
thorpe Hotel, Savannah, Ga., November 15-18. 


Association of Edison Illuminating Companies— 
Annual Meeting, Greenbrier Hotel, White Sulphur 
Springs, W. Va., November 17-19. 


National Farm Electrification Conference—Congress 
Hotel, Chicago, November 17-19. 


New Jersey Utilities Association—Annual Meetina, 
Seaview Country Club, Absecon, November 18-20. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers—Annual 
Meeting, Hotels Pennsylvania and New Yorker, 
New York, November 28-December 3. 


National Exnosition of Power and Mechanical Engi- 
neering—Grand Central Palace, New York, 
November 29-December 4. 


National Electrical Contractors Association—An- 
nual Meeting, Roney Plaza Hotel, Miami, Fia., 
November 30-December 3. 


a 


SEC RULINGS 


——————— 


Iowa Pusiic Service Co’s proposal tp 
issue and sell 109,866 additional shares o{ 
its authorized but unissued $15 par valye 
common stock by means of the issuance of 
transferable subscription warrants to jts 
common stockholders and $3,000,000 prin. 
cipal amount of first mortgage bonds shal] 
not be consummated until the results of 
the competitive bidding for the bonds and 
the subscription price of the common stock 
have been made a matter of record in the 
proceeding and a further order shall have 
been entered by the commission in the 
light of the completed record. Sioux City 
Gas & Electric Co, of which lowa is a 
subsidiary, proposes to subscribe for and 
purchase the 67,257 shares to which it will 
be entitled to subscribe by reason of its 
ownership of 403,545 shares of the issued 
and outstanding stock of lowa. Sioux City 
further proposes to purchase any of the 
remaining 42,609 shares which are not 
subscribed for by the public holders of 
Jowa’s common stock. Sioux City proposes 
to issue and sell $1,000,000 _ principal 
amount of its first mortgage and collateral 
trust bonds, 3% series, at private sale to 
the New York Life Insurance Co at 99}% 
of the principal amount and accrued in- 
terest to the date of delivery. (Release No. 
8587). 


American Ligut & Traction Co’s distri 
bution and transfer to its common stock: 
holders, as a dividend in kind, of 33,779 
shares of common capital stock of Detroit 
Edison of the par value of $20 per share, 
all as contemplated by the amended plan 
and the commission’s order of Dec 30, 1947, 
approving the plan, have been declared 
necessary or appropriate to effectuate the 
provisions of Section 11 (b) of the Public 
Utility Holding Company Act of 1935, (Re- 
lease No. 8589). 


Brockton Epison Co has received per 
mission to issue and sell at competitive 
bidding $4,000,000 of first mortgage and 
collateral trust bonds due in 1978, Brock: 
ton Edison will use the proceeds to retire 
$2,625,000 of promissory notes and for com 
struction. (Release No. 8610). 


American Licut & Traction Co has 
been authorized to borrow $15,000,000 from 
six institutions to provide funds to invit 
tenders on its outstanding preferred stock 
for retirement at $33 per share. The bor 
rowing will be made on collateral trust 
notes from three banks and three insuranet 
companies. (Release No. 8616). 


American Gas & Execrric Co has beet 
authorized to proceed with the disposal ol 
its remaining stock interests in the Atlanti 
City Electric Co. American Gas plans !° 
distribute 269,016 shares of Atlantic Cit 
common “in large part” as dividends on 
outstanding common. The Atlantic ©! 
shares not used to make dividend payments 
will be sold on the over-the-counter market. 


(Release No. 8617). 


GrorciA Power Co has received author 
ization to issue and sell at competitive 
bidding $12.000,000 of first mortgage bond 
due 1978. Proceeds of the sale will be use 
for construction. (Release No. 8621). 
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Energy Sales in August 
Advanced 11.5% Over ‘47 


Sales of electric energy to ultimate 
customers in August, 1948, totaled 20.- 
180.485,000 kwhr, the Edison Electric 
Institute reports. This was an 11.5% 
increase over the 18,099,123,000 kwhr 
sold in August, 1947. 

Revenues from ultimate customers 
amounted to $356,618,700, compared 


aS 
Classification of Sales, August 


ce ce 


Kilowatthour Million Kwhr Percent 

Sales August 1948 1947 Change 

Residential or domestic 3,824 3,332 +148 
Rural 

(Distinct rural rates) 732 681 + 7.5 


Commercial or industrial 
Small light and power 3,728 3,252 +146 
Large light and power 10,648 9,601 -+10.9 
Street and highway 


lighting 189 175 8.1 
Other public authorities 502 483 3.9 
Railways and railroads 

Street and interurban 305 324 5.9 

Electrified 

steam railroads 199 208 3.9 
Interdepartmental 52 44 +19.9 


Total to ultimate 


customers 20,180 18,099 +11.5 


A TT, 


with $315,590.400, an _ increase of 
13.0%. 

For the 12 months ended August 31, 
the average use per customer advanced 
to 1.521 kwhr from 1,400 kwhr for the 
preceding year, an increase of 8.6%; 
the average annual bill to $46.09 from 
$43.68, an increase of 5.5%; revenue 
per kwhr dropped to 3.03 cents from 
3.12 cents, a decrease of 2.9%. 


September Energy Output 
Rose 10% Over 1947 


Production of energy by electric utili- 
ties during September, 1948, totaled 
23,634,510,000 kwhr, according to the 
report issued by the Federal Power 
Commission. This is the highest Sep- 
tember production of record, exceeding 
production of September, 1947, by 10%, 
but is 2.5% lower than the 24,228,710.- 
000-kwhr output of August, 1948. 

Water power plants produced 6,039,- 
127,000 kwhr in September, an increase 
of 7.7% over the 5,606,145,000 kwhr 
monthly production of a year ago. As 
4 percent of September total produc- 
tion, however, water power output de- 
clined from 26.1% last year, to 25.6% 
this year. 

Industrial production, including gen- 
eration by railway and railroad plants 
Was 4,446,393,000 kwhr in September, 
an increase of 7.1% over the similar 
month last year. Combined utility and 
Industria . 
Was 9 507 


year, 


| production during September 
above the similar month last 
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Billions of Kwhr 
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Source: Edison Electric Institute 
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Election Week Another Record Breaker 


Election Day did the electric utility 
industry little good. Despite the holi- 
day in many cities, output continued its 
steady climb. The total for the week 
ended Nov 6 was a record-breaking one 
of 5.563.514,000 kwhr. This was the 
fifth consecutive week a record was set. 

The one cheering note was that the 
increase over that for the corresponding 
week of 1947 was only 10%. In past 
weeks it has been running higher, as 
much as 11.6%. When December comes, 
a 10% increase will be bad enough. 
Anything higher will mean trouble in 
every sense of the word. 

The warm weather in the northern 
section of the country has helped utili- 


ties in two ways. It has helped keep 
demand down. It has enabled contrac- 





tors building power plants and other 
facilities to keep their men at work. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kwhr 


1948 1947 1946 


Nov 6 5,564 Nov 8 5,057 Nov 9 4,682 
Oct 30 5,555 Nov 1 5,009 Nov 2 4,628 
Oct 23 5,539 Oct 25 4,964 Oct 26 4,602 
Oct 16 5,482 Oct 18 4,946 Oct 19 4,540 
Oct 9 5,482 Oct 11 4,958 Oct 12 4,495 
Oct 2 5,449 Oct 4 4,935 Oct 5 4,478 
Sept 25 5.461 Sent 27 4,956 Sept 28 4,518 
Sept 18 5,426 Sept 20 4,977 Sept 21 4,507 
Sept 11 5,166 Sept 13 5,053 Sept 14 4,521 


Percent Change from Previous Year 


Nov 6 Oct 30 Oct 23 


New England + 3.4 4.6 7.1 
Mid-Atlantic + 3.4 + 6.8 + 8.2 
Central Industrial 8.9 + 96 +12.2 
West Central 10.1 +-10.7 +12.7 
Southern States +13.3 +13.6 +11.8 
Rockv Mountain +21.2 +25.5 +16.8 
Pacific Coast +15.0 14.4 113.9 

Total United States -+10.0 10.9 11.6 





IN THE INDUSTRY 


RICHARD N. LARKIN 


IT REMAINS TRUE that you can always beat nothing 
with something. 

This maxim, which should need no proving, got a 
real reaffirmation last week when a candidate named 
Truman won the Presidency of the United States from 
“President-elect” Dewey. 

Without attempting to assay who did what to whom 
in last week’s national soul-searching, one thing is clear. 
Dewey was so convinced that victory was automatic that 
he ran on a platform of nothing. President Truman was 
so convinced that he was about to be licked that he decided 
—ever so wisely—that he had to run on something. Mr. 
Truman’s vehicle was the 80th Congress. When viewed 
dispassionately, the 80th Congress shouldn’t have pro- 
vided him much of a ride. It didn’t begin to be the accu- 
mulation of clowns that Mr. Truman said it was, and its 
record actually wasn’t one of horror—to anyone who 
wanted to look at the record and strike an intelligent bal- 
ance between net gain and net loss. But Mr Truman kept 
saying it was awful, while Dewey kept saying that nothing 
was quite so nice as a piece of good American apple pie. 
As a result, whatever else we got out of Nov 2, we learned 
again that you can still beat nothing with something. 

The position occupied today by the power business has 
undergone a marked change from that it held two weeks 
back. Those were the days when the operating heads of 
this country’s electric systems could spend their time 
doing everything they knew how to beat the capacity 
and financing problems. These will continue to command 
certain attention, no doubt. But there’s another on the 
agenda. That'll be how to stay in business under the 
impact of an administration and a Congress which con- 
sider that a lot of government in the power business is a 
mighty good thing. 

For a couple of years Washington’s public power crowd 
hasn't been making much progress. Mostly, it’s been 
fighting defensively. You have to go back to Section 5 
of the Flood Control Act of 1944 to find the last major 
advance public power made at the Capitol. But you can 
recoup what you lost Nov 2 if you double the wager and 
stake it on the promise that it won’t be another 46 months 
before the next advance becomes law. 

For instance, it'll take a lot of doing to keep New John- 
sonville off the books. It isn’t any less wrong today than 
it was last spring. It remains the final tool required to 

.permit the federal government to operate where it will and 
engage in the proprietary business of selling electric 
power. It remains the “must” device for those who don’t 
believe that electric power should be under private con- 
trol. It remains the agent of regional discrimination and 


social realignment. But all of a sudden it has also become 
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the point on which Mr Truman will punch hardest when 
he pauses to think about power. It’s the one positive 
victory that private power won in Washington recently, 
And it’s difficult to imagine that the administration will 
tolerate it quietly for longer than it takes to get the next 
government corporations appropriation bill into com. 
mittee. 

Most immediately, the heat which the latest election 
directed at the power business must have been focussed 
on that 3l-man committee which met in Chicago, Nov 8, 
to forward an industry public relations program. What a 
spot in which to assess the lesson of Nov 2. 


TECHNICAL NOTES 


ARCHER E. KNOWLTON 


Reheat was less profitable as long as steam pressures 
were rising faster than temperatures. Now the reverse is 
happening and reheat again becomes attractive, particu- 
larly with fuel costs skyrocketing. 


Circuit breaker terminal arrangement is now usually 
left and right whereas older ones had a front and back 
arrangement. The requisite rearrangement of leads in 
the existing cells would make a new breaker harder to 
adopt than modernization of the old—if otherwise ade- 
quate, 

Television antennas are tall and unwieldy. Inexpert 
erection can result in contact with nearby power circuits; 


a new facet of preventive education is indicated. 


Frequency modulation transmitters for mobile radio 
should be located high (for line-of-sight advantage) and 
in a noise-free area (there will be less noise to be rejected 
by the receiver). 


Turbine blade erosion is being repaired by one util 
ity with (1) silver solder (1325F), (2) silver-soldered 
stellite, (3) stain-rod welding, (4) sprayed metal. The 
comparative results should be of interest. 


Eddy-current drives are proving helpful in preventing 
die-wear and work-spoilage in punch-press operations. 


Loss-of-field protection is attracting new _ interest. 
Excitation is so critical and so differentiable from the rest 
of the auxiliaries that it deserves careful study before 
adopting one or another of the various source arrange 
ments now available. 


Dry sandy loam at 3.2 cm wave length has a dielectric 
constant of 2.8 and a cogductivity of 0.0074 mhos per 


meter. Ten percent moisture raises one to 4.6 and the 
other to 0.22. 
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MANUFACTURERS and MARKETS 





SALES REPRESENTATIVES of Burndy Engineering Co attended a recent three-day meeting in New York to discuss sales and engineering 
problems. The representatives from the United States and Canada also learned of Burndy’s new developments for the connector field 





Westinghouse Will Buy 
Large California Plant 


Westinghouse Electric Corp will buy 
the 57-acre Sunnyvale, Calif., plant, 
which it leased from the Joshua Hendy 
Iron Works 20 months ago for $3,472,- 
151. The purchase of this plant is “con- 
crete evidence of our company’s confi- 
dence in the business and industrial 
future of the west,” said H. F. Boe, 
Westinghouse vice-president. 

Operation of the Sunnyvale plant was 
taken over by Westinghouse in 1947, 
under terms of a 10-year lease with op- 
tion to buy by Nov 30, 1948. Mr Boe 
stated that since Westinghouse leased 
the plant it has invested several million 
dollars in additional machinery, equip- 
ment, and inventory. 

The plant is already in rapid produc- 
tion on distribution and power trans- 





formers, a-c motors, steam turbines up 
to 12,500 kw generating capacity, volt- 
age regulators, valves, large air moving 
equipment, gears, switchgear, and other 
products. 

Shipments from the plant are ex- 
pected to be at the annual rate of about 
$30,000,000 a year by the first quarter of 
1949, according to Mr Boe. He added 
that employees at that time should 
number about 2,700. 


Moves Rochester Office 
Ward Leonard Electric Co, Mount 


Vernon, N. Y., has announced that the 
Rochester branch office, formerly lo- 
cated in the Lincoln Alliance Bank 
Bldg, has moved to 66 South St, Ro- 
chester 7. Ken Savage remains district 
manager. 


NEW PLANT of Johns-Manville Corp at Tilton, N. H., has been placed in operation. Plant 
Will produce Quinterra, an inorganic, asbestos-base insulation (EW, Aug 28, Page 113) 
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A-C Net Income Totals 
$9,869,512 for 9 Months 


Net income of the Allis-Chalmers 
Manufacturing Co in the first nine 
months of this year rose to $9,869,512, 
after taxes and all charges, from 
$2.680,567 last year. The nine-month 
strike last year accounts for the large 
increase. 

The result for this year’s period is 
equivalent to $3.58 a share on the com- 
mon stock in contrast to 72¢ in 1947. 

For the third quarter the company’s 
net income was $3,562,854, or $1.30 a 
common share, while $2,204,626, or 76 
cents a share, was earned in the quarter 
ended on Sept 30, 1947. 


Alcoa Will Purchase U. S. 
Massena Aluminum Plant 


Announcement was made last week 
by the War Assets Administration that 
it will sell the government-owned 
aluminum plant at Massena, N. Y., to 
the Aluminum Co of America for 
$5,000,000. 

Jesse Larson, WAA Administrator, 
said that as a part of the agreement 
Alcoa will make available to the entire 
aluminum industry all of its alloy 
patents and its most important process 
and fabricating patents. 

WAA revealed that Alcoa will trans- 
fer part of its aluminum smelting op- 
erations from its older, privately owned 
plant at Massena to the former gov- 
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ernment plant and will spend $2,750,000 
in putting the newly acquired plant in 
operating condition. 











Manufacturers Make 
New Sales Assignments 








Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently made the following ap- 
pointments to their sales staffs: 

















Cutler-Hammer, Ine, Milwaukee, has 
appointed the Communications Electrical 
Equipment & Supply Co, Inc, Manila, P. L, 
as a distributor of its electrical apparatus 
in the Philippine Islands. 






































Edwin F. Guth Co, St. Louis, has ap- 
pointed W. L. Clinton of Houston, Tex., as 
representative in the southern Texas terri- 
tory. T. M. Salisbury and H. S. Gregory 
have been named representatives in Jack- 
son, Miss., and New Orleans, La., respec- 
tively. Messrs Salisbury and Gregory will 
serve southern Mississippi, eastern and 
southern Louisiana, Mobile, and Pensacola. 


































































































Graybar Electric Co has appointed R. B. 
Sayre district manager in Jacksonville, Fla. 
His responsibilities will include supervision 
of Graybar’s branches at Orlando, Miami, 
and Tampa. L. G. Fields, present district 
manager at Jacksonville, has become dis- 
trict manager at Richmond; T. A. Purcell 
at Providence (R. I.). 

























































































Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co has 
promoted B. F. Bilsland from manager of 
its Chicago district to manager of the 
newly formed Midwest region. Mr Bilsland 
has been associated with A-C since 1919 
and has been manager of the Chicago dis- 
trict for the past 15 years. He will continue 
to make his headquarters in Chicago. 






















































































Associated Research, Ine, Chicago, IIl.. 
has appointed Clark H. Pasmore and 
Roland C. Koehler, partners in the 
Koehler-Pasmore firm of Detroit, engineer- 
ing representatives for the State of Michi- 
gan. Koehler-Pasmore maintain offices at 
11833 Hamilton Ave, Detroit, where they 
have been manufacturers’ agents for the 
past 16 years. 








































































































Drop Fractional HP Motors 











Eicor. Inc, Chicago, has announced 
that its Oglesby (Ill.) plant is being 
converted to the manufacture of various 
consumer products in line with the com- 



































pany’s policy of broadening its line of 
activity. Space required for these new 
products makes it necessary to discon- 
tinue the manufacture of ac fractional 





























hp motors. The company’s line of de 








motors, dyna-motors. and converters will 
continue to be manufactured in the Chi- 
cago plant as in the past. Conversion of 
the Oglesby plant is now underway and 
the new products will be announced 
shortly after the first of the year. War- 
ranty protection will be continued and 
renewal parts carried on the discon- 
tinued items. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION 


A weekly selection of U. S. electrical construction projects announced by private 
and government utility systems involving more than $70,000. Also listed are major 
industrial and construction jobs where electrical work is indicated or implied 


UTILITIES 


Proposed Construction 


Arizona-Nevada—Bureau Reclamation, 
B.dg. 1A, Wenver Federai Center, Denver, 
Colo., traasrormers, reguiators, circuit 
breakers, disconnecting switches, for Pres- 
cott Substation, Davis Dam Proj., Spec. 
2455. Plans deposit $1.75. L. N. McClellan, 
ch. engr. 

Arkansas—Carroll Electric Co-operative 
Corp., Mrs. Osecir Sears, pres., Berryville, 
iii mi. rural distr. lines in Benton, Car- 
roll, Madison, Newton and Washington 
Counties. 2'rank Horton & Co., Lamar, Mo., 
engrs. 

Georgia—-Exce-sior Electric Membership 
Corp., Metter, 284 mi. rural distr. lines, 
Bulloch, Candled and Evans Counties. 
Plans deposit $25. J. B. MeCary Eng. 
Corp., 22 Marietta St. Bldg., Atlanta, engr. 

Kansas—C. & W. Electric Co-operative 
Assoc., I. H. Smith, mgr., Clay Center, 
168 mi. rural distr. lines, sys. improvs. 
Clay and Washington Counties. $285,000, 
Richardson Electric Eng. Co., Solomon, 
en2rT. 

Kentucky U. S. Eng., 303 U. S. Court- 
house, Nashville, Zone 1, Tenn., furnish- 
ing, del. f.o.b. railroad cars at Somerset 
me 2,000 h.p. hydraulic turbine and gov- 
ernor for Station Service Unit at Wolf 
Creek Hydroelectric Power Plant, Serial 
No. Eng. 40-058-49-34. 

Minn., Windom—City, M. C. Langley, 
elk., 2,000 kw. turbine generator unit, 3,500 
sq. ft. surface condenser, municipal power 
plant. $130,000. Plans deposit $30 
Pfiefer & Shultz, 702 Wesley Temple Bldg., 
Minneapolis, engrs. 

Missouri—Se-Ma-No Electric Co-opera- 
tive, W. P. Terry, megr., Mansfield, 150 mi 
rural distr. Lines, Part 1, Missouri Project 
67 AB, Wright Co., vicinity Mansfield, 
Norwood and Seymour. H. B. Gieb & 
Assoc., Texas Bank Bldg., Dallas, Tex., 
eners 

North Dakota Bureau Reclamation, 
Dpt. Interior, Bldg. 1-A, Denver Federal 
Center, Denver, Colo., 1,500 kva. substa- 
tion at Watford City, Missouri Basin Proj. 
Transmission Lines Unit, Spec. 2424. Plans 
deposit $3.50. 

0., Akron—Ohio Edison Co., 47 N. Main 
St., substations at Home and Eastwood 
Aves.; Edgerton Ct. off Aqueduct St.; 
Hunt St. in Arlington St. Dist. $350,000, 

Tex., Dallas—Dallas Power & Light Co 
c/o Dallas Power & Light Bldg., 60,000 
kw. electric generating plant, eastern edge 
of city $8,270,000. 

Michigan—U. S. Eng., 609 Federal Bldg., 
Detroit, Zone 31, furnishing, del. f.o.b. rail- 
road cars at Corp of Engrs Northwest 
Dump Siding, Sault Ste. Marie, hydraulic 
gates, guides and sills, hoists, trash rack 
rake and car for power plant at St. Marvs 
Falls, Ste. Marie, Inv. No. Eng. 20-064-49- 
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. 
Nebraska—Niobrara Electric Member- 
ship Assn., Chadron, rural distr. lines, 
Dawes Co. $200,000. 

New York - Bd. Transportation, 250 
Hudson St., New York, Zone 13, furnish- 
ing, installing power equip. for Queens 
Line, Hillside Ave. Extens. IND Div. 
(Contr. P-42); track and contact rail 
changes, incl furnishing materials, 
Queensboro Plaza Sect. for IRT operation 
to Flushing and BMT operation to Astoria, 
Queens Co. 

North Carolina—Union Electric Mem- 
bership Corp., Monroe, 81.1 mi. rural distr. 
lines, 69.7 mi. converting existing lines; 
7.1 mi. new 44 kv transmission lines, 
Rowan, Cabarrus, Stanley, Union and 
Mecklenburg Counties. Plans deposit $25. 
B. O. Vannort, 218 W. 2 St., Charlotte, 
ener. 

0., Marysville—George B. Sowers, dir. 
Dpt. P. Wks., Ohio Dpts. Bldg., Columbus, 
power plant equip. and extens. at Ohio 
Reformatory for Women. Sims, Cornelius 
& Schooley, 2901 N. High St., Columbus, 
eners. and archts.: 
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Tex., Bryan—City, 458 mi. rural trans- 
mission lines. $756,000. 


Low Bidders & Contracts 
Awarded 


California—Bureau Reclamation, Dpt 
Interior, Redding, installing 3 main gen- 
erators in Keswick Power Plant, Kennett 
Div., Central Valley Proj., Spec. 2279, t 
Wismer & Becker, 1219 28 St., Sacrament 
$146,676. Bids 7/9, awarded 10/6, 

Ia., Humboldt Corn Belt Power Co- 
Operative, Humboldt, substations, switch- 
ing stations, distribution substations, to 
Keith Electric Constr. Co., 1213 Walnut 
St.. Des Moines. $146,820. 

Md., Carderock—P. Wks. Office, Poto- 
mac Naval Command, Naval Gun Factory, 
Wash., D. C., Oct. 27, 30,000 kva. substa- 
tion, two 7,500 kva. and one 15,000 kva 
transformers at David W. Taylor Mode 
Basin, Spec. 20655, from Plymouth Ele 
tric Co., White Oak, $296,141. 

N. M., Alamogordo and Socorro— Bureau 
Reclamation, Dpt. Interior, Bldg. 1-A 
Denver, Colo., kva. substation, Hollywood 
substation, Rio Grande Proj., Spec. 2239 
Svec. R5-5, to General Electric C»., 65! 
17 St., Denver, Colo. and Reynolds Electri 
& Eng. Co., 718 N. Piedras St.. El Pasi 
Tex. Approx. $78,000, Bids 9/28 

Tex., San Marcos—Hays County Broad- 
casting Co., San Marcos, radio broadcast- 
ing station, own forces. Approx. $70,000, 


INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL & 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS 








Proposed Construction 


Calif., Los Angeles—Bd. P. Wks., 153 
City Hall, plans by Wurdeman & Beckett 
2757 Wilshire Blvd., and G. B. Kaufma! 
& J. E. Stanton, 627 S. Corondolet St 
police facility bldg. $8,000,000. 

N. Y¥., New York—twUris Bros., 2 Lafay- 
ette St., Zone 7, plans by Emery Roth & 
Sons, 18 E. 48 St., Zone 17, 22 story office 
at blockfront on west side of Madiso 
Ave., from 51 to 52 Sts. $4,000,000, 

Tenn., Nashville—Methodist Publishing 
House, 810 Broadway, plans by Hart 
Freeland & Roberts, Third Natl. Bank 
Bldg., 8 story, L shaped 179x186 ft. bldg 
expanding bldg. facilities, incl. producto! 
warehousing and shippings bldgs., Demon- 
breun St.: office alterations, 810 Broad- 
way. $3,000,000. 

Tex., El Paso—Veterans Admin., Ver- 
mont Ave. between H and I Sts. N.W 
Wash. 25, D. C., 500 bed neuropsychiatri 
hospital. $10,000,000, Staub & Rather 
500 Stuart St., Houston, archts Haynes « 
Kirby, Lubbock, consult. archts. , 

Tex., Galveston—John Sealy Hospita 
816 Strand St., masonry hospital. $4,9(- 
000. Mark Lemmon, 121014 Main St 
Dallas, consult. archt. Eggers & Higgins 
542 5 Ave., New York, N. Y., engrs. ' 
H. Page & Son, Box 936, Austin, engrs 
R. L. Rolfe, 2204 Griffin St., Dallas, eng! 


Low Bidders & Contracts 
Awarded 


Fla., Miami Beach—Beham, Inc., © 
contractor, hotel, to Fred Howland, In 
1451 N. W., 20 St., Miami. Est. $700,000. 

O., Lima—Standard Oil Co. of Ohi 
Midland Bldg., Cleveland, solvent r finine 
plant for lubricating oils, solvent, deasP: 
halting unit, to M. W. Kellogg ©0., +- 
Broadway, New York, N. Y., 4 other units 
of solvent refining plant, to Lummus C° 
420 Lexington Ave., New York, N. Y. Est 
$13,000,000. a 

S. C., Spartanburg—Spartanburg_Mem- 
orial Auditorium Comn., 260 N. Chure' 
St., Oct. 28, auditorium, from McKoy 
Werry Co., Inc., Spartanburg. $1,143,469. 











R. G. Raymond Appointed 
General Sales Manager 


Ralph G. 
pointed general sales manager in charge 


Raymond has been ap- 


of three newly formed sales departments 





R. G. RAYMOND 


and Edward J. Doyle, Jr, has been made 
assistant general sales manager of the 
Commonwealth Edison Co. 

Mr Raymond has been manager of 
lighting sales since 1943. 
Commonwealth Edison in 1938 as super- 


He joined 


visor, sales promotion, lighting sales 
department, and three years later was 
appointed assistant manager, lighting 
sales. He had formerly been connected 
with the Electric Association of Chicago 
and with the Chicago Lighting Institute. 

The electricity sales and merchandise 
sales departments have been dissolved 
and taking their places are the follow- 
ing three new departments: industrial 
sales, headed by John Burkhardt, with 
D. F. Estes as assistant manager; com- 
mercial and residential sales, under the 
supervision of W. R. Cannon and Assist- 
ant Manager Paul F. Kauffman, and 
sales service, with Manager M. J. Maiers 
and Assistant Manager W. M. Woll in 
charge. The three departments report 
to the newly appointed general sales 
manager. The first two groups handle 
all outside sales activities and the third 
iS a service department for the two 
outside groups. 


> Wittiam F. Ham, an officer of the 
) . . ‘ : 

Potomac Electric Power Co, W ashing- 
ton, D. C. for the past 49 years, has 


fesigned as director and chairman of 





NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


A. G. Neat, PEPCO presi- 
dent, was elected by the directors to be 
board chairman in addition to his other 
duties. Joining the company in 1899, 
Mr Ham became a director in 1902. 
He served as president from 1918 to 
1933 and became chairman of the board 


the board. 


15 years ago. Mr Neal has been presi- 
dent of the Washington utility since 
1940. Starting as assistant comptroller 
in 1918, he was elected vice-president 
in 1925 and general manager in 1933. 


Maechtlen Directs Sales, 
Square D, Western Unit 


L. G. Maechtlen has been apointed 
general sales manager of the Square D 
Co, western division. Following gradu- 


<a 





L. G. MAECHTLEN 


ation from the California Institute of 
Technology in 1926, Mr Maechtlen 
joined the company as an engineer and 
during his long association has gained 
a broad experience in all departments. 

During World War II, as manager of 
the Los Angeles plant, he supervised 
production and sales in southern Cali- 
fornia. After the war he supervised de- 
sign and construction of the new and 
modern plant on Valley Boulevard and 
has been works manager since its com- 
pletion in 1946. 


>A. C. MonTeirH, vice-president in 
charge of engineering and research for 
the Westinghouse Electric Corp, has 
been awarded the honorary degree of 
doctor of laws by his alma mater, 
Queens University. 
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Parsons Named Manager, 
Quincy Light & Power 


Richard B. Parsons has been ap- 
pointed manager of the Quincy ( Mass.) 
Electric Light & Power Co. Obtaining 
his early experience with the Narragan- 
sett Electric Lighting Co, Providence, 





R. B. PARSONS 


R. I., he was transferred to Boston. 
Here he was with the New England 
Power Engineering & Service Co and 
for a time was western district engineer 
with headquarters at Northampton, 
Mass. From 1934 to 1942 he was ex- 
ecutive assistant at Boston. 

Since 1942 Mr Parsons has been vice- 
president and manager of the Wey- 
mouth (Mass.) Light & Power Co and 
continues in the former capacity. 


> Herman B. Wo tr, superintendent of 
maintenance for the Duke Power Co, 
Charlotte, N. C., since 1941, has been 
appointed operating superintendent of 
that utility. Mr Wolf has been identi- 
fied with Duke Power for the past 32 
years. 


> Paut F. Sise, president of the North- 
ern Electric Co, Ltd, Montreal, Que., 
since 1919, has resigned from that office 
to become chairman of the board. Cot. 
R. Dickson HARKNEss has been elected 
president, effective Dec 1. Mr Sise be- 
came secretary-treasurer of the North- 
ern Electric & Manufacturing Co, Ltd, 
in 1904, and in 1910 was appointed 
managing director of that company. 
When the company was amalgamated 
with the Imperial Wire & Cable Co in 
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1914 he was made vice-president and 
general manager of the new organiza- 
tion. Mr Sise was elected president in 


1919. Mr Harkness has been vice- 
president and general manager since 


1938. 


> W. L. Manty has been appointed 
manager of dealer sales of the Allis- 
Chalmers Mfg Co, succeeding W. A. 
Meyer, who has been named assistant 
manager of the Texrope Drive depart- 
ment. Mr Manly has been with A-C 
since 1937 and Mr Meyer since 1926. 


> MarsHatt N. WATERMAN, formerly 
connected with the executive staff of 
the Electrical Testing Laboratories, Inc, 
New York, has joined the Westinghouse 
Lamp Division as staff assistant to 
Ralph R. Brady, commercial engineer- 
ing manager. Before the war, Mr 
Waterman was supervisor of lighting 
sales for the Central Hudson Gas & 
Electric Corp, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. In 
1942 he was appointed chief of the 
lighting and fixtures section in the 
building materials branch of WPB, with 
headquarters in Washington, D. C. He 
became assitant director of the branch 
a year later. Mr Waterman is active 
in the Illuminating Engineering Society. 
having been elected last year to a three- 
year term as a director. He is a member 
of several national committees of that 
society and heads the committee on 
lighting study projects in industry. 


> Frank M. Houston, active in the 
field of utility appliance sales for more 
than 38 years, has retired as domestic 
sales manager for the Rochester (N. Y.) 
Gas & Electric Co. Mr Houston was 
honor guest at a dinner given by his as- 
sociates, the occasion also marking his 
65th birthday. Guests from more than 
20 cities were present, including repre- 
sentatives of many appliance manufac- 
turers. Before going to Rochester in 
1930, Mr Houston engaged in utility 
sales work in Lockport, Oneonta, El- 
mira and other cities. He was chairman 
of the old NELA merchandising com- 
mittee and also served on various other 
committees connected with the electric 
appliance industry. He has been an 
officer and director of the Electrical As- 
sociation of Rochester and active in the 
affairs of the Rochester Sales Managers 
Club. 


> M. S. Cartson, formerly appliance 
engineer, is now assistant sales man- 
ager, I-T-E Circuit Breaker Co, Phila- 
delphia. Mr Carlson is active in the 
National Electrical Manufacturers As- 
sociation, being affiliated with the 
switchgear section, the large air circuit 
breaker group, the power circuit 
breaker and the switchboard 
groups. 


power 
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Hotpoint Elects Behnke 
Vice-President, Materials 


A. H. Behnke has been elected vice- 
president in charge of materials of Hot- 
point, Inc, Chicago. 





A. H. BEHNKE 


The department was organized dur- 
ing the past year and Mr Behnke is the 
first company officer to head it. 


OBITUARY 


> Matcom Erickson, chairman of the 
Colorado Public Utilities Commission, 
died on November 2 of virus pneumonia 
after an illness of one week. He was 59 
years old. Mr Erickson had been a 
member of the commission since 1935. 
A native of Greeley, Colo., and a gradu- 
ate of the law department of the Uni- 
versity of Colorado, he engaged in 
private practice in Trinidad, Colo., 
from the time of his graduation in 1911 
until 1917 when he became assistant 
district attorney for the Third Judicial 
District of Colorado. He was elected 
district attorney of the district in 1927, 
and served in that capacity until 1932 
when he engaged again in private prac- 
tice until he joined the state commis- 
sion in 1935. Mr Erickson had served 
as a member of the executive committee 
of the National Association of Railroad 
and Utilities Commissioners. 


> Josepn A. MurrHa, retired assistant 
commercial manager of the Westchester 
Lighting Co, Mount Vernon, N. Y., died 
on Nov 1 in that city at the age of 64. 
Mr Murtha was identified with the 
Westchester utility company for 38 
years, retiring in 1944, 


> W. R. Marston, 60, chief electrical 
and mechanical engineer of the Ameri- 
can Smelting & Refining Co of Mexico, 
died Oct 6 in Monterey, Mexico. Born 
near Spokane, Wash., he was gradu- 
ated from Washington State College 
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with an electrical engineering degree 
and worked on several projects in the 
Pacific Northwest for the Washington 
Water Power Co and the West Kootenay 
Power & Light Co. 


> Cuarces E. Snyper, manager of the 
new business department of the Monon. 
gahela Power Co, Fairmont, W. Va, 
died in that city on Oct 20 after a short 
illness. Mr Snyder obtained his early 
experience with the General Electric 
Co in testing work. Joining Mononga. 
hela in 1926 as a commercial repre. 
sentative in sales, he was made a special 
representative in 1929. He was ap. 
pointed manager of the rating and 
inspection department in 1931, holding 
that position until 1934, when he he. 
came assistant general manager of sales, 
Later that year he was put in charge of 
the new business department and 
headed it to the time of his death. 


> CiareE W. CoLvin, engineer with the 
British Columbia Electric Railway Co 
for nearly 30 years and assistant to 
Vice-President T. Ingledow, died sud- 
denly on Oct 9 as the result of a heart 
attack. Mr Colvin joined the B.C. 
organization in 1919 as an electrical 
design engineer and in the following 
years was associated with many signif- 
cant engineering developments. In 1925 
he was transferred 
the construction division. Then followed 
In 194] 
he was made superintendent of the engi- 
neering division and two years ago was 
appointed assistant to the vice-president 
and chief engineer. 


from electrical to 


many and varied assignments. 


> Cuartes F. 
trical engineer and inventor, died on 
Oct 25 at his summer home in New 
Canaan, Conn. He was 75 years old. Mr 
Bancroft took the students’ course at 
the Edison General Electric Co, 1889-93, 
and then became identified with the 
Royal Electric Co, Montreal. Moving to 
the United States, of which he became 4 
citizen, he was identified with the Massa- 
chusetts Electric Co, 1895-1918. It was 
for this railway system that he designed 


3ANCROFT, retired elec: 


an automatic signal system and light 
ning arresters. He was a fellow of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi 
neers and a member of the Americal 
Society of Mechanical Engineers. 

> Rozert N. Sprincriexp, secretary of 
the Georgia Public Service Commission 
from 1925 to 1932, died of a heart at 
tack at his home in Augusta on Oct 29. 
At the time of his death he was moto 
carrier supervisor for the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. Earlier in his 
career he had been an official reporte! 
for the South Carolina Public Service 
Commission. 
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Temperature Tester 


A NEW PORTABLE oven-temperature 
tester for checking the performance and 
eficiency of heating appliances has 
been announced by the Meter and In- 
strument Divisions of General Electric 
Co, Schenectady 5, N. Y. 

The instrument, designated as type 
DO-50, is a sensitive d-c milli-voltmeter 
calibrated for use with iron copnic 
(constantan) thermocouples having a 
resistance of 2.0 ohms. 

The new tester consists of a 34-in. 
panel instrument mounted in a small 
leatherette-covered case with a compart- 
ment for storing the thermocouple 
assembly and leads. With a scale range 
from zero to 650 F, the instrument is 
reported to have an accuracy of plus or 
minus 5° of full-scale value. 





Lighting Fixture 


A Four-LAMP unit type IEC-480L cold 
cathode louvered fixture is announced 
by Illuminating Engineering Co, 2347 
East Nine Mile Road, Hazel Park, 
Mich. Principal feature of the new 
fixture is the fact that louvers can be 
swung down from either side, and the 
unit is so designed that the ballasts are 
hinged inside the fixture so that they 
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can be dropped down for easy servicing. 

These units can be used in continuous 
rows, and can be surface mounted or 
stem hung. The side shielding is plastic 
and the louver is reported to provide 
a 50% cut-off. In line with the manu- 
facturer’s practice, these units can also 
be used with Slim Line lamps. 


Runway Light 


A BIDIRECTIONAL, high-intensity run- 
way light, type BHI, announced by 
Westinghouse Electric Corp, P. O. Box 
868, Pittsburgh 30, Pa. is available for 
new installations or for replacement for 
existing lower-intensity runway lights. 
It is said to exceed every requirement 
of CAA Specification L-819 and Army 
Air Force Specification No, 32957. 

The two main beams are formed by 





duplicate double-lens assemblies from 
a single lamp. Color is provided by the 
inner lens so that there are no hot 
colored lenses exposed to rain or snow. 

The unit uses a 200-w, 6.6-amp 
aviation lamp No. 6.6, A/T 14P with 
medium prefocus base. Special low-loss 
transformers are available. The housing 
is one-piece, cast silicon aluminum. The 
base plate is cast semisteel designed 
to carry the standard 100,000-lb loading 
required on Army fields. The top as- 
sembly lifts off for relamping. 








Mobile Radio 


FM MOBILE RADIO equipment has been 
announced by Federal Telephone & 
Radio Corp, Clifton, N. J. This equip- 
ment can be equipped with the Selecto 
Call system upon request. 

A dust proof, shock mounted metal 
case, 954 in. wide, 11% in. high, and 
131% in. long, houses transmitter and 
receiver. Either unit may be withdrawn 
by releasing spring loaded latch mech- 
anism. All connections are made auto- 
matically upon replacement. 

Weatherproof housing may be speci- 
fied for external installation. 


Plating Computer 


THe 1948 model of the Jernstedt 
Plater’s Computer has been developed 
by Hanson-Van Winkle-Munning Co, 
Matawan, N. J. 

It can be used to determine various 
relationships between plating time, cur- 
rent density and thickness of deposit, 
as well as cathode efficiencies of elec- 
troplating solutions and amp-minutes 
per sq ft needed to deposit 0.0001 in. 
of various solutions. 
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ELECTRICAL BUSINESS 


OUTLOOK 


ELECTION RESULTS will not change the immediate 
business picture for the power industry. Business 
confidence, as indicated by the stock market, took a 
tumble. This may affect business expansion in 1949. 
But meanwhile the demand for all sorts of goods is 
still urgent. So production and the demand for power 
will roll on. 


Utilities’ own expansion is hardly holding its own 
with growth already achieved in our population and 
industry. It has to continue in order to assure ade- 
quate service. Regional power shortages expected 
this winter emphasize the need for more capacity. 


But the utility financing problem will probably grow 
tougher. President Truman's leanings toward pub- 
lic power and post-election weakness in the stock 
market will make it difficult to rouse enthusiasm 
for electric companies’ common stocks. 


THE STEEL INDUSTRY is growing in importance as 
a customer for electric power. In steel’s current con- 
struction program electric furnaces are being in- 
creasingly favored. New electric furnaces now on 
order will have a capacity of over 600,000 tons of 
carbon steel annually. And few of the electric units 
now in use are due for scrapping. So, by the end of 
1949 electric furnace capacity of the industry will 
be 12% greater than at present. 


Steelmen have learned to make the basic carbon 
steels by the electric method. Before the war carbon 
steel was made predominantly in open-hearth fur- 
naces. Electric furnaces were used, with few ex- 
ceptions, only for alloy steels. But all the new elec- 
trical units on order are scheduled to make the 
carbon product. 


This new versatility is one factor behind the swing 
to electric steelmaking. Another is speed of installa- 
tion. Electric furnace shops can be set up more 
quickly and with less capital investment than the 
open-hearth type. 


Electricity’s continued low cost is an important con- 
sideration. The rising price of fuel oil in past months 
has made it costly to melt cold scrap and pig iron 
in the oil-fired open hearth. The power bill for an 
electric furnace is up much less. 


TOTAL STEEL PRODUCTION is an important key to 
the overall demand for power by industry. Industrial 
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production, as measured by the Federal Reserve 
index, has stalled around the 190 level (1935-1939 — 
100) for some months. But the automobile, electricg] 
equipment, and rail car producers could all up pro. 
duction schedules if they had the steel. 


Steel ingot production this year should hit 88 mil. 
lion tons, a peacetime record. And in recent weeks 
output has come close to the wartime peak. But 
it's still not enough. By mid-1949 the industry will 
have ingot capacity of 96 million tons and increased 
facilities for turning ingots into finished steel. Bar. 
ring strikes, the indicated increase in steel produc. 
tion will call for more electric power, both in mak- 
ing steel and in the fabricating industries. 


STEEL PRICES are under conflicting pressures. The 
new Congress may pass control legislation to head 
off a major boost by the producers. But production 
costs are rising. Pig iron rose $3 a ton in October, 
Another freight rate increase is under consideration. 
And a fourth round of wage increases in the mines 
and mills seems likely now that labor can claim an 
election victory. 


So far there has been no general price advance, 
although such an advance generally follows a hike 
in pig iron prices. But “extras’’ charged for special 
compositions and sizes of steel have been moving 
up. It's not hard to see a general increase in the 
making—except for political considerations. 


Utilities may benefit from easing demand for the 
type of steel needed in their construction program. 
The construction industry is now tied with automo 
tive as the leading steel consumer. The machinery 
industry is also taking an unusual share. But next 
year manufacturers may require less steel for new 
plants and equipment. That would leave more for 
utility construction and put a brake on structural 
steel costs. It would also mean better steel supplies 
for companies making power equipment. They 
could step up production for delivery to utilities. 


ELECTRIC FURNACE 
STEEL PRODUCTION 


Millions of net tons 


1938 1939 i940 


Data: iron Age 1948 Estimated 
McGraw-Hill Dept of Economics 
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